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Statement  rega^^diiig 
the  present  position 
of  Queen's  University 


Not.  1908 


I  am  requested  by  many  of  the  Trustees  to  furnish,  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned,  tlie  following  s'ntement  respect- 
ing the  present  position  of  Queen's  University. 

Daniix  M.  Gordon. 
Queen's  University, 

Kingston,  12th  Nov.,  1908. 


Tlie  Board  of  Trustees,  at  tlicir  'neeting  on  We(hiesday, 
14th  October,  considered  a  Menidrial  from  tlie  Senate  of  the 
University  asking  if  it  may  not  be  ''.  '      ■>  renew  the  appli- 

cation to  the  General  Assembly  changes  in  the 

constitution  of  Queen's. 

Last  April,  wlien  the  Trustee=  ha.,  under  consideration  a 
similar  Memorial  from  the  Senate,  they  resolved  to  transmit 
it  to  the  General  .Assembly  for  advice,  without  expressing  any 
opinion  as  to  the  course  that  should  be  pursued.  The  decision 
of  the  Assembly  was  that  they  "reaflfirm  the  posUion  taken  by 
the  Assembly  of  1%4,  and  remit  the  Memorial  to  the  Trustees 
to  consi<ler  what  steps  may  be  taken  to  provide  allowances  for 
aged  and  infirm  professors  as  cases  may  arise." 

This  decision,  however,  does  not  deal  with  the  altered 
conditions  which  have  arisen  during  the  four  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  the  resolution  of  the  .\ssembly  at  St.  John  in  1904 
was  passed,  nor  does  it  indicate  in  any  way  how  pensions  might 
be  provided  for  professors. 

RESOLUTION  OP  TRUSTEES. 

The  Trustees,  therefore,  felt  that  as  no  adequate  solution 
had  been  furnished  for  the  diflficulties  referred  to  in  the  earlier 
Memorial  of  the  Senate,  it  would  not  be  disrespectful  to  the 
Assembly  to  reconsider  the  question,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
thought  it  might  be  helpful  if  they  themselves,  as  the  body 
primarily  responsible  for  the  management  of  the  University, 
should  express  their  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  Memorial. 
They,   therefore,   resolved   as    follows :    "  The   '    ustees   of 


Queen's  University  beg  to  transmit  the  enclosed  Memorial 
from  the  Senate  of  Queen's  University  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  their  consideration.  The  Trustees  also  beg  to  express 
their  opinion  that  the  altered  conditions  with  which  the  Univer- 
sity has  had  to  deal  in  these  later  times  call  for  the  removal  of 
the  denominational  disabilities  in  the  charter  of  the  University." 
This  decision  was  reached  after  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  three.  The  fact  that  there 
was  so  large  a  measure  of  unanimity  among  the  Trustees  leads 
thciu  to  hope  that  all  other  friends  of  the  University  m.iy 
approve  of  the  course  adopted. 


GROWTH  OF  OTHER  UNIVERSITIES. 

Among  the  changed  conditions  referred  to  as  having  arisen 
within  recent  years  is  the  development  of  other  leading 
Canadian  Universities.  Although  the  salaries  of  the  profes- 
sors in  Queen's  have  in  a  few  instances  been  slightly  increased, 
they  are  still  far  below  the  level  of  those  in  Toronto  or  in 
McGill,  less  even  than  of  those  in  Dalhousie.  Four  years  ago  the 
revenue  of  Toronto  University  was  very  inadequate,  but  now, 
in  addition  to  other  sources  of  income,  it  receives  a  sum  equal 
to  one-half  the  succession  duties  of  the  Province,  a  large  and 
increasing  revenue.  The  nature,  no  less  than  the  amount,  of 
the  work  which  Toronto  University  is  thus  enabled  tr  Jo  lays 
upon  Queen's  the  necessity  of  making  increased  pr  ,sion  for 
her  own  students,  for  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  attract 
students  unless  we  keep  our  place  in  the  rising  level  of  effi- 
ciency. Not  only  so,  but  tlic  number  of  students  has  increased, 
so  that  additions  to  the  staff  are  absolutely  necessary  if  the 
work  is  to  be  overtaken  as  well  as  hitherto,  and,  in  a  vigorous 
and  progressive  university,  there  are  always  new  demands  and 
requirements  calling  for  additional  expenditure. 

THE  CARNEGIE  FOUNDATION. 

The  position  and  pro.spects  of  Queen's  have  within  recent 
years  been  aflfected  also  by  the  founding  of  the  Carnegie  Pension 
Fund.  This  Fund  provides  most  liberally  for  the  retired  pro- 
fessors of  certain  colleges  and  universities,  and  provides  also 


for  their  wives,  shoulH  they  survive  the  professors,  but  as  its 
provision  cannot  be  shared  by  any  institution  constitutionally 
denominational,  Queen's  is  precluded.  Dalhousie,  McGill  and 
Toronto  Universities  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  fund.  But 
the  Trustees  of  Queen's  are  not  in  a  position  to  provide  for  the 
professors  any  definite  and  assured  system  of  pensions,  and  it 
it  quite  impossible  for  them  to  provide  a  system  which  could  be 
compared  with  the  Carnegie  Fund.  The  natural  result  will  be 
that,  if  Queen's  cannot  be  placed  u[)on  this  fund,  she  must  fail 
to  attract  as  capable  men  as  those  who  will  be  appointed  hi 
Universities  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  Carnegie  Founda- 
tion, and  must  be  prepareil  to  see  the  most  influential  members 
of  the  staff  drawn  away  to  other  universities. 
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CHURCH  ACTION  AND  ENDOWMENT  SCHEME. 

The  Trustees  are  grateful  for  the  response  that  has  been 
given  to  the  appeal  for  increased  endowment.  Although,  since 
1874,  the  Church  has  ceased  as  a  body  to  be  responsible  for  the 
Univeristy,  yet  in  1903,  when  changes*  in  the  charter,  which  had 
previously  been  approved  of  by  the  General  Assembly,  were  sub- 
mitted for  final  ratification,  the  Assembly  at  Vancouver  resolved 
that,  if  the  relations  of  the  University  to  the  Church  were  left 
unchanged,  they  would  actively  promote  a  movement  to  secure 
adequate  increase  to  the  endowment.  The  General  Assembly 
in  1904  recommended  to  the  Church  a  scheme  for  raising  by 
subscription  half  a  million  do.lars  to  place  the  University  on 
a  sounder  financial  basis,  and  appointed  a  large  committee 
to  act  with  the  Trustees  in  promoting  this  effort.  The  work 
of  canvassing,  especially  in  the  provinces  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  has  been  vigorously  carried  on  during  the  past  four 
years.  In  some  quarters  the  response  has  been  very  liberal, 
but  the  total  amount  has  fallen  short  of  what  might  fairly  have 
been  expected.  On  October  1st,  1908,  the  Financial  Secretary 
reported  to  the  Trustees  that  $312,111.60  had  been  subscribed, 
of  which  $174,631.67  had  been  paid,  the  great  majority  of  the 
congregations  having  bee;-  visited.  No  doubt  this  amount 
would  be  much  larger  had  it  not  been  that  many  subscribers  to 


*  See  Note  A,  appended. 


the  Jubilee  Endowment  Fund  and  to  Grant  Hall,  as  well  as  to 
other  special  University  funds,  have  not  yet  paid  up  their  con- 
tributions in  full,  and  arc  therefore  unwilling  to  assume  addi- 
tional obligations.  Apart  from  these  there  are  still  a  number 
of  persons  from  whom  subscriptions  are  ex|>ccted,  who  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  cmitribiite,  and  Mr.  Carnegie  has  promised 
that  when  $400,000  are  paid  he  will  give  $100,000  to  complete 
the  half  million.  It  is  proper  to  add,  however,  that  if  the  esti- 
mate of  Queen's  financial  neeils  were  asked  for  by  the  Assembly 
to-day,  as  in  1903,  we  would  be  forced  to  place  it  not  at  half 
a  million  of  additional  endowment,  but  certainly  at  not  less 
than  twice  that  amount. 

The  difliculty  of  meeting  the  growing  needs  of  the  Univer- 
sity from  present  sources  of  revenue  ma)  be  more  clearly  recog- 
nized from  the  outlay  which  the  I'resbyterian  Church  has  found 
necessary  in  connection  with  Knox  College  and  the  Presby- 
terian College,  Montreal. 

Knox  College  has  an  endowment  (incl-iding  Scholarship 
and  Library)  of  .?375,000,  with  building  valued  at  $185,000; 
total,  $560,000. 

^lontreal  Presbyterian  College  has  an  en*!  wment  (includ- 
ing Scholarship  and  Library)  of  $292,000,  with  building  valurd 
at  $160,000;  total,  $452,000. 

Queen's,  embracing  the  various  Faculties,  has  a  total  en- 
dowment (including  Scholarship)  of  $480,000,  irrespective  of 
the  amount  realize<l  in  the  present  endowment  campaign.  The 
buildings  of  Queen's  have  not  been  provided  by  the  Church. 

The  annual  contributions  of  congregations,  with  slight 
variations  from  year  to  year,  amount  for  Knox  College  to 
$5,700;  for  Montreal  College  to  $2,400;  for  the  Theological 
Department  of  Queen's  to  $3,600. 
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AUDITIONAL  SOURCES  OP  REVENUE. 

Placed  in  this  position,  with  the  financial  needs  of  the 
University  increasing  annually,  the  Trustees  ask  the  Church  to 
assist  in  securing  other  sources  of  revenue  besides  the  subscrip- 
tions of  her  private  members.  The  fact  that  the  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  from  Atlaiitic  to  Pacific  are  the  cor- 
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poration  of  the  University,  and  tliat  a  majority  of  the  Trustees 
must  be  rresl)ytcriaii,  lays  the  University  under  certain  tlii 
abilities.  It  is  on  this  ground  tliat  Queen's  is  discjualitied  i^,■. 
the  Carnegie  IViision  Fund.  The  Provincial  Ciovcrnment  are, 
on  this  aciDtnit,  prevented  from  rro)gniziiig  the  great  services 
renderefl  by  Quceti's  and  the  public  indebtedness  to  the  Univer- 
sity.* The  same  reason  atTects  the  active  sympathy  and  co- 
operatioi    of  many  non-I'resbyterian  graduates  and  friends. 

MAKE  ORAOUATKS  AND  BENEFACTOR!  THE  CORPORATION. 

The  removal,  however,  of  these  denominatinnal  restrictions 
from  the  charter  should  iu)t  weaken  the  natural  and  proper 
influence  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcii  in  the  affairs  of  Quetn's. 
The  founders  of  Queen's  made  the  Presbyterian  Church  the 
corporation  of  the  I  niversity  because,  as  was  said  at  the  time, 
"  it  was  a  matter  ot  necessity  that  the  control  of  such  an  insti- 
tution should  be  in  the  hands  of  some  trustworthy  and  respon- 
sible body."  The  growth  anil  expansion  of  the  University, 
since  that  time,  have  produced  a  situation  which  hardly  cor- 
responds wit!i  this  forniaP  ownership,  esjjecially  u  it  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  obligation  to  supjKirt ;  for,  after  all,  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  the  resolution  of  the  Vancouver  Asseirbly,  in 
190vl,  made  no  real  difference  in  this  respect.  Consequently 
the  constitution  no  longer  reflects  the  present  condition  of  the 
University.  During  the  sixty-seven  years  since  its  foundation. 
however,  there  has  grown  up  the  large  body  of  graduates  and 
benefactors  who,  more  than  any  others,  take  a  deep  interest  in 
the  University.  If  the  corporation  were  now  to  cotisist  of  this 
body,  it  would  include  .nil  the  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  most  deeply  con  erned  in  the  University,  and  would 
preserve  a  natural  Presbyterian  influence,  while  at  the  same 
time  including  others  who  have  won  the  right  to  some  voice 
in  the  University's  affairs. 

REMOVE  RESTRICTIONS  REGARDING  TRUSTEES. 

If,  also,  the  denominational  restrictions  were  removed  in 
the  appointment  of  Trustees,  the  preponderating  number  that 

•Appended  witl  be  found  an  extract  from  a  speech  bjr  tlie  Premier  of  Ontatio, 
Sir  Jame*  P.  Whitney,  to  which  attention  i>  directed.    See  Note  B. 


would  be  elected  would  still  most  naturally  be  Presbyterian, 
because  it  is  among  those  who  favour  the  Scottish  ideals  of 
education  and  the  Scottish  type  of  University  tha;  Queen's 
would  for  the  most  part  find  her  friends,  and  it  is  from  these 
that  the  large  proportion  of  her  governing  board  would  natu- 
rally be  drawn.  Amongst  the  proposed  changes  in  the  consti- 
tution there  is  a  provision  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  new 
Trustees  shall  be  elected  by  the  present  Beard  and  shall  be  self- 
perpetuating.  The  doors  would,  indeed,  be  thrown  more  widely 
open  to  receive  the  active  aid  of  all  possible  friends,  as 
would  be  fitting  in  a  University  with  national  aim  and  outlook, 
but  the  Scottish  element  among  our  people  might  still  be  ex- 
pected to  furnish  the  majority  alike  of  her  counsellors  and  of 
her  benefactors. 


n 


RELATION  TO  THE  SCHOOL  OF  MINING  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 

Nor  is  it  merely  for  financial  advantages  that  the  Trustees 
desire  to  have  the  denominational  disabilities  removed  from  the 
charter.  The  School  of  Mining  is  cemmonly  regarded  as  the 
Science  faculty  of  Queen's,  and  apart  from  it  the  University 
has  no  Science  classes,  but  it  is  under  entirely  separate  mana[;e- 
ment  and  the  present  relation  does  not  tend  to  unity  of  life  or 
action.  If  it  were  possible  to  draw  the  University  and  the 
School  more  closely  together  and  to  place  all  the  professors  of 
Science  and  Arts  on  the  same  level  in  connection  with  the  Uni- 
versity, it  would  be  better  for  both  faculties.  But  the  restric- 
tions of  the  charter  prevent  this,  for  the  School  of  Mining  is 
dependent  upon  Government  assistance  and  it  could  not  receive 
that  assistance  if  it  were  an  integral  part  of  a  denominational 
imiversity. 

Even  in  the  case  of  the  Faculty  of  Education  we  are  now 
met  by  similar  difficulties  in  endeavouring  to  co-ordinate  the 
courses  in  Arts  with  those  of  that  Faculty.  Indeed,  the  objec- 
tion has  already  been  officially  made,  that  we  have  no  right,  as  a 
denominational  institution,  to  utilize  the  classes  of  the  Faculty 
of  Education  in  our  Arts  courses. 
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THE  CHANGE  IS  IN  LINE  OF  PAST  DEVBLOPHENT. 

While  internal  consolidation  might  thus  be  promoted  by 
removing  these  restrictions,  this  removal  would  be  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  historical  development  of  Queen's.  No  uni- 
versity in  Canada  has  been  less  denominational  in  spirit.  From 
time  to  time  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  agreed  to  changes  in 
the  charter  in  a^  cord  with  the  expansion  and  the  truly  national 
character  of  the  University.  These  concessions,  while  relaxing 
the  formal  and  legal  hold  that  the  Church  might  claim  upon 
the  University,  have  strengthened  the  bonds  of  sympath)  id 
of  helpful  influence  which  unite  them.  Nor  would  the  pro- 
posed changes  imply  any  serious  weakening  of  these  bonds, 
for  there  would  still  be  a  close  connection  with  the  Church 
through  the  control  that  the  General  Assembly  would  exert 
over  the  Faculty  of  Theology.  The  aim  of  the  Church,  in 
her  dealings  with  the  University,  has  always  been  to  increase 
its  efficiency  and  to  enable  it  to  render  growing  service  not  to 
one  denomination  alone  but  to  the  Canadian  people.  The  more 
completely  that  Queen's  realizes  the  ideal  of  a  national  Chris- 
tian university,  the  more  will  she  fulfil  alike  the  purpose  of  her 
founders  and  the  desire  of  the  Church  throughout  her  history. 

It  is  not  necessary  in  the  present  communication  to  outline 
the  changes  that  might  be  made  in  the  charter  if  the  General 
Assembly  should  agree  to  the  removal  of  denominational  dis- 
abilities. These  changes,  which  would  make  no  substantial 
difference  in  the  management  of  the  University,  would  natu- 
rally form  the  subject  of  very  careful  consideration. 

No  doubt  there  must  be  losses  as  well  as  gains  in  any  pro- 
gressive movement.  In  tlif  present  case  there  are  many  advan- 
tages. Some  of  these  are  undoubted,  such  as  the  increased  effi- 
ciency of  organization,  the  widening  of  our  area  of  appeal,  the 
more  representative  character  of  the  governing  body,  and  the 
placing  of  Queen's  in  as  favourable  a  position  as  Toronto, 
McGill  and  Dalhousie  Universities  with  respect  to  pensions 
for  retiring  professors.  Others  may  be  fairly  counted  on, 
such  as  aid  from  the  Provincial  Government,  contributions 
from  those  who  believe  in  a  national  University  and  greater 
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intercst  on  the  part  of  non-Presbyterian  graduates  and  friends. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  confidently  assumed  that  the  movement 
will  be  undertaken  with  the  minimum  of  risk  inseparable  from 
an  evolution  of  this  kind. 

APPEAL  TO  ALL  FRIENDS  OF  QUEEN'S. 

The  present  statement  is  issued  in  the  hope  that  the  action 
of  the  Trustees  may  commen<l  itself  to  the  graduates  and  other 
friends  of  the  University,  especially,  indeed,  to  the  ministers 
and  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  who,  from  the  con- 
nection of  Queen's  with  the  Church,  are  interested  in  all  that 
affects  the  University.  There  are  many  who  have  long  been 
loyal  and  devoted  friends  of  Queen's,  active  and  self-sacrificing 
in  their  efforts  for  her  support,  deeply  concerned  in  whatever 
touches  her  prosperity.  There  are  others  who  have  only  re- 
cently become  interested  in  her  welfare,  for  Queen's  has  made 
many  new  friends  during  the  past  four  years. 

It  is  hoped  that  those  whose  interest  has  been  due  to 
Church  connection  will  not  suffer  their  sympathy  to  be  weak- 
ened if  the  proposed  constitutional  changes  should  be  carried 
out.  They  may  be  reminded  that,  since  1875,  the  Church  has 
declined  all  control  over  the  appointment  of  Trustees  and  pro- 
fessors save  only  the  right  to  veto  the  appointment  of  Theolo- 
gical professors ;  that  the  Church  assumes  no  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  University,  and  has  not,  since  the  date 
of  Union,  made  the  support  of  Queen's  a  Scheme  of  the 
Church.  The  formal  and  legal  connection  at  present,  as  for 
the  past  thirty-three  years,  implies  neither  control  nor  respon- 
sibility; but  the  conn  ction  of  sympathy,  of  interest,  of  his- 
torical association,  implies  a  reciprocal  relation  of  helpful  influ- 
ence between  the  Church  and  the  University.  Many  of  the  Trus- 
tees are  of  opinion  that  the  former  connection  can  be  modified 
without  weakening  the  latter,  and  that  the  proposed  changes 
in  the  charter  might  be  made  without  affecting  what  is  vital 
and  essential  in  the  relation.  As  the  mutual  attachment  of 
Great  F>ritain  and  Canaila  is  far  stronger  to-day,  and  the  vital 
relation  between  them  closer  and  more  clearly  acknowledged, 
than  in  the  old  colonial  days  of  legal  and  formal  control,  so  the 
connection  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  with  Queen's  may  gain, 
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ratlier  than  lose,  in  vitality  and  helpfulness  by  the  freer  develop- 
ment of  the  University. 

Further,  as  Queen's  has  been  truly  national  in  spirit  and 
in  service,  there  are  many  outside  the  Presbyterian  com- 
munion who  appreciate  her  unscctarian  character,  her  fidelity 
to  lofty  idcils,  her  faithful  and  productive  eflforts  in  the  cause 
of  higher  education.  They  esteem  her  for  her  work's  sake,  and 
will  welcome  any  change  that  gives  promise  of  enabling  her  to 
r.-irry  on  her  work  with  continued  and  increasing  efficiency. 

It  is  hoped  that  to  all  these  and  to  all  others  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  Queen's,  the  recent  decision  of  the  Trustees 
may  prove  acceptable. 


Note  .'\.— The  proposal  to  make  such  changes  in  die  con- 
stitution of  the  University  as  would  render  it  undenominational 
in  its  character  was  first  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
1900.    In  response,  the  .^ssembly  resolved  that  it  would  approve 
of  any  well  considered  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
versity which  would  increase  its  usefulness.     .\  Committee,  of 
which  Principal  Caven  was  Convener,  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Trustees.    A  meeting  was  called,  comprising  the  Trus- 
tees, the  Senate,  the  Council,  the  graduates,  the  benefactors  and 
generally  all  the  corporators.     After  long  and  earnest  discus- 
sion, a  practically  unanimous  decision  was  reached,  in  favour 
of  the  proposal.     Negotiations  with  the  Assembly's  Committee 
followed,   and    in    1901    the    General    Assembly    unanimously 
adopted  the  report  of  the  Committee,  favouring  the  proposed 
alterations.     During  the  next  year  the  changes  in  the  charter, 
intended  to  carrv  out  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  were  fully 
considered,  and'  these,  on  being  sutnnitted  to  the  Assembly  in 
1902,  were  approved.    There  remained  only  the  necessary  Par- 
liamentary legislation  to  give  effect  \o  the  proposal.      When, 
however,  in  1903  at  Vancouver,  the  draft  Act.  embodynig  the 
proposed  changes,  was  submitted  for  final  approval,  the  Assem- 
bly suspended  ratification,  resolving  that,  if  the  denominational 
relations  of  the  University  were  left  unchanged,  th<'y  would 
promote  a  movement  to  secure  adequate  endowment. 
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Note  B. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  speech  de- 
livered by  the  Hon.  Sir  James  P.  Whitney,  Premier  of  Ontario, 
on  introducing  the  Act  respecting  the  University  of  Toronto, 
on  May  17th,  1905. 

Having  referred  to  a  speech  delivered  by  him  some  years 
before,  the  Premier  continued : 

I  said  also  at  that  time  "  It  is  not  possible  to  ignore  in  the 
consideration  of  this  very  important  question  the  suHect  of 
Queen's  University."  With  reference  to  that  the  situation 
to-day  and  then  is  changed  materially.  It  is,  perhaps,  hardly 
fair  to  hon.  gentlemen  that  I  should  dilate  upon  this  as  it  is  a 
matter  well  understood  by  everyone.  As  it  stood  then  there 
was  apparently  a  determination  to  separate  Queen's  from  the 
control  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  it  became  possible  that 
Queen's  might  have  a  good  deal  to  ask  in  the  near  future.  I 
hope  that  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  honor  which  that 
great  institution,  that  strong  and  abiding  factor  in  the  educa- 
tional life  of  this  Province,  has  conferred  upon  me,  and  I  say 
that  its  claims,  whatever  they  might  have  been  and  whatever 
they  may  be  in  the  future,  will  receive  every  consideration  they 
ought  to  receive  from  a  liberty  loving  people  desiring  to  do 
that  which  is  right,  simply  because  it  is  right  to  do  it.  (Pro- 
longed applause).  At  that  time,  then,  I  said  of  Queen's,  in 
addition  to  the  words  I  have  quoted,  "  From  a  small  beginning, 
its  foundation  caused  and  justified  by  the  then  condition  of 
our  educational  system,  it  has  gone  on  growing  deservedly  in 
imi'  »rtance  and  influence  until  to-day  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  it  is  no  small  part  of  the  educational  life  of  this  Province. 
It  cannot  lightly  be  passed  over.  However,  Sir,  as  I  have  said, 
we  are  dealing  with  conditions,  not  theories.  We  believe  that 
the  steps  I  have  indic'>.ted  should  be  taken  without  delay  with 
reference  to  the  Provincial  University,  and  then  any  claim  that 
may  be  advanced  by  the  sister  institution  should  be  considered 
fairly  and  equitably  on  its  merits  and  not  lightly  dismissed.  I 
am  convinced  that  if  the  policy  on  this  question  which  I  have 
proposed  be  adopted,  it  will  meet  with  the  cordial  approval  of 
the  people.  It  is  a  policy  which  should  not  be  tossed  back  and 
forth  between  political  parties,  and  if  it  be  grappled  with 
earnestly,  I  believe  the  result  will  be  that  we  will  hold  our  own, 
in  an  educational  sense,  among  the  other  communities  on  this 
continent,  and  the  way  of  life  will  be  made  easier  for  those 
who  shall  come  after  us." 


